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INTRODUCTION TO APNIC



What is APNIC?
• Regional Internet Registry (RIR) for the Asia Pacific region

- One of five RIRs currently operating around the world

- Non-profit, membership organisation

• Industry self-regulatory body

- Open

- Consensus-based

- Transparent

• Meetings and mailing lists

– http://meetings.apnic.net

- http://www.apnic.net/mailing-lists
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Where is the APNIC Region?
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What is APNIC’s role
• APNIC provides Internet resource services to the Asia 

Pacific Region
– IPv4, IPv6, ASN
– Maintains the Whois database
– Provides reverse DNS delegation for the resources allocated to the 

region
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Where do IP addresses come from?
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What does APNIC do?
• Facilitate the policy development process

– Via mailing lists and meetings

• Implements policy changes
– When the community has discussed and agreed upon them

• Information dissemination

• Training services
• Collaboration & Liaison
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GET INVOLVED!



What is a Policy?
In the APNIC region, a policy refers to the rules and requirements or 
criteria that one must meet to be eligible to receive IP and ASN resources.

A policy proposal is a formal, written submission that outlines an idea for 
a new policy. If a policy proposal is successful it will become a policy.
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Why do we need resource policy? 
IP address and AS numbers are public shared resources. 
APNIC policies ensure that these resources are managed 
properly and distributed with the goal of fairness and 
consistency in mind. 

The common aim of a policy is to ensure proper usage of 
Internet number resources according to the technical and 
operational needs of the network. This is vital for the 
continued stable growth of the Internet.
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Policy change
Policies change constantly

They evolve as the needs of the technical community change 

Good policy relies on a range of opinions
APNIC policies are developed by Members and the Internet 
community in a bottom-up process of consultation and 
consensus.
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What’s APNIC’s role? 
• The APNIC Secretariat is the organization that manages 

resources, implements policy and provides a range of 
services to the community

• APNIC staff 
o Provide information and support to people who want to be involved in 

the policy development process
o Provide support to the Policy SIG
o Help authors to draft proposal wording
o Manage the implementation of policy changes
o Inform the policy changes to the community
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Who can Participate?
Policies are developed by and for the Asia Pacific 
Internet community, which includes the APNIC 
membership. 

Anyone can participate in the policy development 
process for managing and distributing IP addresses. 
• Whether you are a seasoned network engineer, a decision maker, a student in the IT field, or a user of the 

Internet, you can join the discussion. 

You are invited to be part of this development process.
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Why participate?
• It is an opportunity to learn and share experiences and best 

practices in the Internet
• Policies affect your organization’s operating environment and are 

constantly changing
• Ensure your organization's needs are represented
• It’s a great way to build your profile and contribute to the Internet
• You can directly impact the way APNIC manages Internet 

number resources
• Make these policies work for your networks and future growth 
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www.apnic.net/community/policy/participate
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What’s next?
• Subscribe to the mailing list

– sig-policy@apnic.net

• Review the proposals
– https://www.apnic.net/community/policy/proposals/

• Discuss with others
– Morning and afternoon tea, lunch, dinner

• Participate in Policy SIG Meeting
– Check conference program
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WHOIS ACCURACY SUPPORT



Background
• Initiated at APNIC 44

– After past community feedback
• Motivation

– Does not require in-depth whois knowledge
– Update account and whois contacts at the same time
– Remove complexity
– Progress can be tracked
– Reduce complaints about inaccurate contact data
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Progress so far
• Contact review reminder

• Single point where contact details can be updated

• Update progress indicator
– First phase implemented in January
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Contact update 
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Contact update
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Contact update
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Contact update
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Contact update

26



Contact update
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Next round of improvements
• Update of whois contact objects included in process

– Role and person

• Contact review reminder email
– If reminder email receives a bounced response then a second response 

to be sent notifying about invalid contact
– Invalid contacts to be tagged and displayed within the consolidated 

feature page within MyAPNIC

• Future changes 
– User feedback
– Consider impacts of future policy proposals
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Next conference

APRICOT 2019
Daejeon, Republic of Korea

18 to 28 February 2019
https://2019.apricot.net/

Participate, participate, 
participate!
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Thanks!


